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REGIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY CONFERENCE:
FOR EUROPE OF THE WESTERN BALKANS AND TURKEY
26-28 September 2012
Programme for a three-day event at the IMPACT Centre 
Address: Put Stanova bb, 23000 Zadar, Croatia
Conference Language: English (no interpretation provided)

This event will bring together civil society representatives, government representatives and EU officials to examine broad trends in the reform process necessary for a participatory democracy and a sustainable civil society. 

There will be three main themes for debate:

· Benchmarking progress across the region.  This will be done through progress reports from each country by exploring and comparing national reforms to create an enabling environment for civic engagement

· Sustainability of civil society in the medium-term.  Many civil society organisations face the dilemma that EU funding is the main available source so the tendency has been for foundations to withdraw from the region.  Yet EU funding alone cannot sustain a civil society.  What progress is there towards creating national funds with public resources or in encouraging corporate social responsibility?

· The outlook for EU policies towards the region.  The accession of Croatia ought to provide a new boost for enlargement.  By September 2012 the future of the EU budget and the neighbourhood and pre-accession programmes for 2014-2020 should be much clearer.

The background to this event is the 10-point Ljubljana declaration, followed up at previous events in Zadar, the reports by the Balkans civil society development network, TACSO publications and the Commission progress reports on candidate and potential candidate countries.  The Council of Europe code on good practice in civil society participation is also a reference point.

Participants will receive:

· National reports from the 6 countries in the region and Turkey

· An analysis of the EU financial perspectives 2014-2020 and negotiations on programmes relevant to the regional, national and European level
It is expected that the event will attract around 150 participants from the Western Balkans and Turkey
DAY ONE: Wednesday 26 September
8.30
Opening of Registration


Closing Conference for IPA 128287 - Partnership Actions on Health & Safety, Energy Efficiency and Environment
 9:00 
Informal opportunity for grantees to organise joint thematic presentations 

 

10:00 
Welcome note by Tony Venables, ECAS and introduction by Yngve Engström, European Commission

10:20  
Thematic presentations from grantees

 

13:00
Lunch

 

14:30   
Introduction and discussion sessions organised by themes 
Moderators: Nicola Bertolini, Lone Sorensen and Yngve Engström, European Commission
16:00
Presentation of conclusions from each group 
Response/summary from DG Enlargement (Yngve Engström)  
16:30  
Conference ends
Three parallel pre-conference workshops: 
· Informal brainstorming among civil society organisations.  This will be an opportunity for each country report to be presented and discussed.  Common points arising out of the reports which will be considered in a draft declaration to be submitted to the conference. (17.00 – 19.30)
· TACSO meeting at Hotel Kolovare.  At the invitation of DG enlargement, resident advisors of TACSO will be invited to discuss progress and plan future events.  It seems probable that TACSO will hold a large-scale benchmarking event in 2013 to which the results of the Zadar conference can contribute. (17.00 – 19.30)
· Meeting of government representatives.  At the invitation of the Croatian government office for NGOs, officials in other Western Balkans governments will be invited to their own event in order to establish mechanisms for exchange of best practice and cooperation. (17.00 – 19.30)
DAY TWO, Thursday 27 September
 8.45
Opening of Registration

 9.15
Opening of the conference by Cvjetana Plavsa-Matić, NFCSD and presentation of the IMPACT Centre



Welcome notes by Tony Venables, ECAS and Karin Schulz, SIPU International AB
9.40 I.  The political context:  State of play of the accession process in the Western Balkans and the role of CSOs: new perspectives or old challenges?
Key note addresses:

Yngve Engström, Head of Unit, Regional Cooperation and Programmes, Directorate-General Enlargement, European Commission
Igor Vidačak, Head of the Office for Cooperation with NGOs, Government of the Republic of Croatia 
Issues for debate:  The Ljubljana declaration was based on the win-win situation of a sustainable triangle – civil society development, national reforms and European integration.  Does this still hold good following the financial crisis and rise of nationalism and opposition to enlargement?  What role for civil society in the new situation?

Questions and debate
         10.30

II.   Benchmarking progress across the region for an enabling framework for civic engagement.

Moderator: Željana Buntić Pejaković, Cenzura Plus, Croatia 
Part 1:
Panel: Emina Nuredinoska, Macedonian Center for International Cooperation (MCIC), Maja Stojanović, Civic Initatives, Serbia, Taulant Hoxha, KCSF, Kosovo
, Zeynep Selen Yilmaz, TUSEV, Turkey 
11.40
COFFE BREAK
12.00
Part 2:
Panel: Aida Daguda, CPCD, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ana Novaković, CRNVO, Montenegro, Jelena Berković, GONG, Croatia, Arjola Agolli, Partners in Albania-Center for Change and Conflict Management, Albania. 
Questions for debate:  What makes for an enabling framework?  Are there strategies across governments and/or compact-type arrangements?  To what extent have focal points within or outside government for civil society development been effective?  Apart from institutional and governance issues are there legal and fiscal barriers to civil society development?  To what extent do the national reports show progress and where are there still gaps?

Questions and debate

13.10
LUNCH BREAK
14.30
3 PARALLEL WORKSHOPS:

I.   What information is available and how good is access to information?

Panel:  Mara Silina, European Environmental Bureau, Dubravka Bevandić, Head of the Department of Right to Access Information, Croatian Personal Data Protection Agency, Saša Šegrt, Transparency International, Neda Korunovska, Reactor.
Questions for debate:  How open and accountable is the administration?  How do freedom of information and access to documents laws compare across the region?  What experience is there with application?  How do national laws compare with EU standards?   How good is access for CSOs to early drafts of EU documents?  Are there specific services, web portals for civic engagement and civil society development?

II.  How do standards of consultation, participation and partnership compare?

Panel: Tanja Hafner-Ademi, BCSDN, Katerina Hadzi-Mičeva Evans, ECNL, Nicola Bertolini, DG Enlargement, Jasenka Perović, TACSO
Questions for debate:  Is there an effective right to be heard?  To what extent have specific commitments on consultation been put in place by governments and 
parliaments?  Where are there gaps?  How do standards and practice compare, also with EU standards?  Are there examples of best practice beyond consultation, i.e. civil dialogue and involving CSOs in the process of drafting legislation and shaping policy, including European policy?
III.   What are the possibilities for citizen participation, deliberation and direct democracy in the region?

Panel:  Simon Forrester, TACSO, Tony Venables, ECAS, Bardil Jashari, Metamorphosis Foundation, Fiona D. Wollensack, IFOK
Questions for debate:  What is the role of citizens in the reform process Western Balkans and Turkey? Do they play a significant role in the European Union decision –making processes? Have the CSOs in the region been active in involving citizens in public debates. What are the trends in the EU and are they transferable to the region? What are the most effective direct democracy techniques? Should the definition of civil society encompass citizens or make a clear distinction between them and CSOs? How can the citizens be mobilized to become the agents of change in the region, bringing forward the EU agenda to the decision makers and holding them accountable?
17.00
WORKSHOPS END
19.00
VISIT TO THE MUSEUM OF ANTIQUE GLASS AND DINNER

DAY THREE: Friday 28 September
The outlook for EU policies towards the region
9.00
The future of the European budget and support for the Western Balkans and Turkey
Moderator: Kenan Hadžimusić, ECAS
Panel: 
Lone Sorensen, DG Enlargement, Filippo Addarii, Euclid, Irena Ivanova, Delegation of the European Union to the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
Questions for debate:  What has happened to the Commission’s financial perspectives for 2014-2020 in the negotiations?  And when it comes to pre-accession policies in particular?  Will the proposals for simplification in the management of EU funds get through?  What will be the future of the civil society facility?

10.15 COFFEE BREAK
10.30
Partnership with national authorities on the strategies and programmes to implement EU funds


Moderator: Graham Meadows, Former Director General DG Regional Policy
Panel:  Ms Marina Buza Vidas, Head of Department for EU programmes in the Office for Cooperation with NGOs, Government of the Republic of Croatia, Liga Baltina, INTERREG, Andy Churchill, Network for Europe,  Ardita Metaj-Dika, TACSO Kosovo Office, Representatives of the Ministry of Regional Development and EU funds, Government Republic of Croatia (TBC)
Questions for debate:  The main challenge is involvement with the putting in place of programmes under IPA (instrument for pre-accession) and other EU programmes.  Has the partnership principle been strengthened?  Will CSOs be formally consulted by the Commission and national authorities and included in monitoring and evaluation?  Will there be specific programmes or strands of activity for civil society?  How can participation in cross-border or European level programmes be improved?

       11.45
FINAL SESSION
Reports from three workshops held on the previous day
Final debate and consensus on the Zadar declaration
       13.00
Lunch 
�This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the IСJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence.
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